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Beta phase B Phase

s 120° 065 * This phase is metastable, and the crystals are pseudo-hexagonal.

nm
* B-phase is mainly found in block PP copolymers and can be generated by addition of specific

nucleating agents.
19

- nm * This form was discovered by Padden and Keith in 1953 and can be improved by crystallization

o between 130 and 132°C or by orientation with high shear or through addition of specific nucleating
agents.

* Presence of B-phase in PP homopolymer generally increase ductility in the finished parts.
Maximum effect is observed at 65% of B-phase.

until 1994 that Meille [9] and Lotz [10] independently established that the B-crystal was
a thombohedral crystal structure, and that the unit cell parameters werea =b =11.01 A,
c=65A, = =90°y=60°, and a density of (.921 g/cm?. Due to their unique molecular
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